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The Squatters Move In 


Last Sunday, December 1, about 40 members 
of the newly launched London Squatters Cam- 
paign occupied a largely empty block of Juxury 


flats in Snaresbrook, East London. 


It was a token action, aimed to draw public 
attention to the scandal of half a million empty 
dwellings (the Ministry of Housing’s latest 
estimate) in a Britain where thousands are 
homeless, or live in appalling conditions. 


Now plans are being prepared for more serious 
occupations, probably before Christmas. 


“The important thing is for homeless people 
and slum-dwellers to join with us in action ”’, 
said Jim Radford, who helped draw up the 


campaign’s pamphlet 
shortened, on this page). 


(printed, 


somewhat 


Though up to a dozen of those in Sunday’s action 
were presently or formerly among the home- 


less, most were not. 


But the precedent of the post-war squatter 
movement of 20 years ago indicates that there 
is real hope that the homeless can themselves 
learn to use Direct Action to end the scandal. = 


More slums. More people in home- 
less hostels. Yet good houses stand 
empty. 

Why? Because profits and other con- 
Siderations are more important than 
people. 

We will not wait any longer. Cathy’s 
still out in the cold. 


In November 1966, Cathy Come Home 
was first shown on BBC TV. There 
was a national outcry. Politicians, 
clergymen, journalists, and ordinary 
people everywhere were shocked. 


Many people became aware of the 
plight of the homeless for the first 
time. The national conscience was 
pricked. 


Biafra: Black 
Cross Campaign 


Our front cover this week shows the 
sticker being used as part of the 
Biafra non-violent direct action cam- 
paign launched two weeks back. 


The group concerned in this and re- 
lated actions has developed round 
Peace News. Preparations for the 
water-front campaign at Tilbury 
Docks, reported in last week’s paper, 
are detailed on page 5 this week. 


As for the stickers, 16,000 were 
originally printed, and already more 
than half have gone. Money is needed 
to print more. They have been swiftly 
out-dated: the death-rate in Biafra 
has now soared from 10,000 to 
14,000 a day. 


If you want to help this campaign, 
financially or in any other way, get 
in touch straight away with Barbara 
Higgins, c/o Peace News 


As a result, SHELTER was formed 
to help the homeless and people 
forced to live in slums. 


This is now a widely known and 
respected charity which receives 
money from al] sections of society. 


But between that first showing of 
Cathy and the third showing in 
November 1968, the situation has got 
worse rather than better. 


The Ministry of Housing admits that 
1,800,000 people live in places unfit 
for human habitation. 


There are now 15,574 people in home- 
less hostels—an increase of 1,000 
from last year. 


The number of people in London on 
local authority housing lists has in- 
creased by 10,000 to 160,000 since 
Cathy was first shown. 


The number of people in Part III 
accommodation in London has_ in- 
creased since that first showing from 
7,613 to 9,450. 


APPALLING CONDITIONS 


The figures for children being taken 
into care because of homelessness 
and bad housing conditions in Eng- 
Jand and Wales have hardly changed 
in the last three years—despite all 
that concern, 


Week in, week out, the papers are 
full of heart-breaking stories of 
people living in slums, having to put 
up with rats and damp, their homes 
falling down around them, incredible 
overcrowding, no electricity or gas. 


London, and other major industrial 
cities where people go to find work, 
are the worst places. In London itself, 
East London is famous for its slums. 


In 1966—the last year for which 


figures are available—there were, in 
London, 781 children in care because 
of homelessness and bad housing 
conditions. 


Housing, then, is a national emer- 
gency—or rather, the lack of housing 
is a national emergency! 


FLATS STAND EMPTY 


Despite all this, large office blocks 
stand empty for years. Examples are 
everywhere to be seen. 


Centre Point at Tottenham Court 
Road. Telstar House in Paddington. 
The Tower Block in Stratford E15, 
overlooking the East London slums. 


Blocks of luxury flats built years ago 
stand empty for want of a buyer— 
but well outside the pockets of 
ordinary people. Centre Point is again 
an example. 

Further, of course, Councils, the 
Church, and British Rail—all own 
houses and leave them standing 
empty for years. 

The Times reported on November 19 
that Westminster Council had refused 
to allow 60 such houses to be used 
for the homeless. 


This cannot be allowed to continue. 
We are launching our campaign—first 
to protest about this state of affairs, 
and then to organise, in the near 
future, serious attempts to occupy 
and claim these buildings. 


We will arrange token occupations, 
and also real attempts to install home- 
less people or slum-dwellers in the 
empty properties. . 

Why Direct Action? Because things 
are getting worse. Because organisa- 
tions like SHELTER (we do not wish 
to denigrate their efforts) cannot solve 
the problem. 


It was the year-long campaign by 
husbands, wives, and friends that 


‘finally forced the Kent County Coun- 


cil to end its ‘‘No Husbands” rule, 
and its three-month time limit on the 

women’s stay, in Summer 1966 at 

King Hill Hostel at West Malling, 
ent. 


It was only when husbands and 
friends occupied Abridge Hostel that 
Essex Council was forced to close the 
place down, re-housing all the 
families and converting the place into 
family accommodation. 


It was only when tenants at the 
Coventry Cross slum in E3 kicked 
up a fuss that the GLC was forced to 
re-house all the 190 families earlier 
this year. 


OCCUPY THE HOUSES 


We call upon people everywhere to 
occupy empty houses, and so end 
this social crime of leaving them 
empty. 

Let us unite and organise and in our 
thousands take over these houses 
—slum-dwellers, homeless, and their 
supporters. 


Please contact us, offer us support, 
help us in this campaign. 


In return, we offer advice on tactics 
and legal points—and our support to 
you. 


London Squatters Campaign: c/o Roti 
Restaurant, 112 High Street, Waltham- 
stow E17. 

a) 


NEXT WEEK 


James Baldwin 
LETTER 


TO AMERICA 
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Adrian 
Mitchell’s 


PERSONAL 
COMMENT 


LBJ 
And 
Psychic 
Murder 


The Mitchell Commission for the In- 
vestigation of the Assassination of 
President Johnson has been sitting 
and scratching for long enough. Time 
now to wheel out the results. 


The Facts. One day in late summer, 
President Johnson, his metamorphosis 
into a slimy face-flannel nearing com- 
pletion, stopped dead in his tracks 
and said ‘‘ No More! ” 


Most death experts naturally assumed 
the corpse was lying, and anticipated 
A Grand Lazarus Show in Chicago. 


But nobody could be found to apply 
the necessary mouth-to-mouth, there 
was no necrophilic back-lash land- 
slide, and deep in the heart of Texas 
there was a hole you could put your 
clenched fist through. 


Cause of Death. Reported to be 
Psychic Assassination. 


Speaking from Personal Experience, 
Chaps. At first this may seem like a 
digression, but follow me round in a 
circle and we’ll return to the point. 


Very few of us have been psychically 
assassinated, though many of us have 
been psychically raped, beaten up, 
anaesthetised, forcibly fed, or given 
an enema—usually at school before 
we learnt the techniques of self- 
defence. 


Tll describe a less traumatic and 
dramatic phenonemon from my own 
experience, since I don’t know yours. 
Call it psychic energy-drain. This can 
happen in millions of ways, but take 
the poet-critic relationship. (I am 


not forgetting LBJ and I never shall.) 


Poet A devotes four or five years of 
his life to writing a book. Such a book 
is a personal extension of the poet, an 
artificial limb which may be capable 


of caressing or punching. The odd 
thing is that the limb has nerves. 


So that, no matter how hard Poet A 
protests that he never reads the 
critics, and when he does he ignores 
them, and when he answers them he 
doesn’t take them seriously—Poet A 
goes through every line of the re- 
views (learning some by heart) in 
search of some clue that his work 
isn’t being wasted because it is under- 
stood. 


This may be neurotic, but anyone who 
relies on his nerve-ends is liable to be 
a touch loony. OK. 


Critic B, bless him and his grand- 
children, celebrates the book. Poet 
A, after ambushing friends and load- 
ing them with framed copies of the 
review, feels a new surge of energy, 
the will to write, to write almost any- 
thing, because he suddenly feels 
capable of anything. 


In Full Sneer 


Next day Critic C slides through the 
letterbox. Critic C pays vague tribute 
to the poet’s skill, and the rest of his 
review can be summed up by the 
word “but”. 


Critic C is full of Good Advice which 
tells Poet A to do everything the 
poet has been consciously avoiding 
for the past 10 years. 


The effect—Poet A wastes a morning 
writing a letter which he knows he 
will never post because it will only 
lead to another letter. 


Finally Critic D writes, and Critic D 
is in full sneer. Poet A feels his dis- 
like, he drinks a bit, can’t look at 
his work for a week, can’t eat meat. 


Back to Lyndon Again. Now if a poet, 


who’s generally received kind and 
generous treatment from critics, 
reacts as violently as that to such 
absurdly microscopic stings, what 
happens to a man like Johnson? 


Of course, the average politician is 
much more heavily armoured than 
the average poet, or at least Pll grant 
that, without any real evidence, for 
the sake of making my argument 
harder. 


But LBJ was not an average politician, 
and he was not confronted with a few 
little jolts every four or five years. 


On the contrary. He was surrounded 
by a world in which hatred for LBJ, 
a pretty damn personal hatred, built 
and built over four years, was ex- 
pressed in every medium known to 
man in every nation in the world. 


Johnson’s name and the name of the 
Vietnam War became _ inseparable. 
Even his best friends began to tell 
him, and there were knives in their 
hands. 


Wherever he turned, hatred. There 
was no city in the world where he 
could travel in safety, no village 
where he could walk without an 
escort. And there were no bodyguards 
who could protect his raddled old 
psyche. 


In the form of cartoons, speeches, 

demonstrations, plays, graffiti, chants, 

songs, articles, films, TV reports, and 

maybe even thoughts and glances— 

the bullets of hatred entered him till 

He aolcd up in the middle and he 
ied. 


It’s sad that the human race is in an 
era where such methods are neces- 
sary. But given the age, and given his 
record of pitiless mass murder, he 
was assassinated gently. Hello Tricky 
Dicky. 


THE FIRST IN A NEW WEEKLY SERIES 


Peace News has chosen to give over part of its 
pages each week to “projects” because it 
believes that they do not have to be insular 
or partial—because, indeed, community 
projects often have direct relevance to all 
who struggle for a better society. 


These columns, then, are at the service of any 
group—or individual—who has embarked on, 
or wants to try, an experiment in communica- 
tion or living that is grounded, explicitly or 
implicitly, in a belief in a non-violent world. 


I shall of course be editing this section of the 
paper from London, but intend primarily to 
be “ out in the field ”. I hope to participate in 
much of what is reported here, and to assist 
particular groups, when the presence of an 
involved reporter with some experience in 
eommunity work is thought useful. 

Do please get in touch with me, c/o PROJECTS, 
at Peace News, 5 Caledonian Road, London 
N1.—R.M. 


Community 
Action Union 


Resources, Talents, and Experience. That is how 
the new Community Action Union (CAU) at 
Notting Hill describes itself as an answer to the 
over-crowding, victimisation, disillusion, and 
powerlessness that make up the syndrome of 
Britain’s twilight areas today. 


CAU, though at present formed almost ex- 


clusively of Londoners, most of them residents of 
Notting Hill, aims at becoming a national organi- 
sation—sometimes supplying advice, sometimes 
workers, to community action projects throughout 
the country. 


PROJECTS * Roger Moody 


Above all, however, CAU will act as a central 
body marshalling the information and evidence 
for legislative change at the very top. This is 
how it was outlined to me last week by its 
Secretary, Peter Brookesmith. 


With such an emphasis, it is hardly surprising 
that the initiative for the organisation comes from 
George Clark, Director of Notting Hill’s Summer 
Project two years ago, and now Director of its 
Housing Service. 


For though the Housing Service is developing as 
a consumer body, with authoritative lists of 
accommodation, one of its main objectives is to 
spotlight housing inequities in general and rein- 
force demands made throughout this year, both 
by George Clark and Des Wilson, Director of 
Shelter, that housing be regarded as a basic 
human right. 


This urgency about drawing local action and 
activists together is not confined to Notting Hill. 
Already, within a few weeks of the formation of 
CAU’s steering committee, Christian Action has 
arranged its foundation meeting for the national 
INVOLVE movement for “ social inadequates ”. 


Also, the newly formed Community Research & 
Action Group, directed by David Graham in Man- 
chester, is launching a newspaper, Community, to 


with the annual 


’ CAU’s address is: 


link up tenants’ groups throughout the country. London W2. 


Christmas starts—for you—on December 14 


The key people in all three groups are, 
appropriately, pacifists. 


At the moment, CAU finds itself appealing for 
membership and employing two workers full-time 
(Peter Freer and Sam Cutler)—for an organisa- 
ae cee precise functions have not yet been 
efined. 


The steering group does have projects in mind 
for adoption, however, and Peter Brookesmith 
predicts “at least a major one” being carried 
out by the Union itself next year. 


Expensive Membership 


But much must depend on what comes out of the 
inaugural conference on January 4 next year in 
London, also on how broad the founder- 
membership is (whether Scotland is adequately 
represented in particular) and how far rivalries 
between community workers can be overcome or 
forgotten. 


An anonymous donation of £500 has guaranteed 
the existence of CAU, for a short while at least. 
Which makes me wonder if there is any need for 
founder-membership at 25 guineas a time—mem- 
bership, moreover, which will, apparently, grant 
its holder ‘“‘ more say than the ordinary member ”’. 


Nonetheless, CAU represents an inevitable and, 
some would say, long overdue move. And if it 
actually supports community workers—rather 
than a super-structure of theoreticians—it will 
have been a brave one, too. 


16 Westbourne Park Road, 


ae Sth a fae 


PEACE NEWS CHRISTMAS FAIR 


At Kingsway Hall, Kingsway (Holborn tube)—London WC2—Saturday 14 December, 11.30-6 pm 


Don’t buy a thing until you have seen our vast array of gifts, every-day needs, cards, books, 
diaries, calendars—and hot lunches, teas, film show—everything! 


OFFERS OF HELP, CONTRIBUTIONS OF ALL KINDS, GRATEFULLY WELCOMED 
5 CALEDONIAN ROAD, KINGS CROSS, LONDON NI: 01-837 4473. 


INTERVIEW: Part 1 


JOHN HOLT 


talks to 


KEITH POPLE about 


HOW WE 


TEACH 


EM 


WRONG! 


POPLE: First, I’d like to ask you some- 
thing about your background. Have 
you been a teacher all your life? 


HOLT: No. The degree I took when I 
was at College was in Industrial 
Administration. After this, I spent 
three years in the Navy. This was 
followed by six years working for the 
World Government Movement—the 
World Federalists. 


Then I stumbled into teaching almost 
by accident. I encountered a small 
school just beginning. I liked what I 
saw, so [ stayed. Later, I went on to 
other posts. 

But I’ve had no formal training in 
teaching. I’ve been teaching now 
altogether for about 15 years. 

POPLE: From your writing, it seems 
to me that you’re a person who is 
very much concerned with what 
happens to individuals within our 
education system. Am I right? 
HOLT: Yes, absolutely. I am con- 
vinced that attention to what happens 
to individuals in the education system 
is essential. 

I remember I wrote an article some 
time back for Peace News called 
“Education For Peace” (26 August 
1966). One of the points I made there 
—=it is also one to which I still hold 
—is that the root cause of war, and 
indeed of all the basic social prob- 
lems of our time, is a kind of funda- 
mental unhealthiness and unhap- 
piness in individual people. 

POPLE: So you view the education 
system as contributing not so much 
to education in its best sense, but to 
aggravating those factors in human 
beings which make for war and social 
unrest? 

HOLT: Yes, I believe I do. Though I 
must add that I don’t think—as I 
Se eS re | 


Now—The Full Story! 


THE SIMON SCENE 


by Anton Wallich-Clifford 
Foreword by Simon Dee 


The founder of the Simon Community 
sets out, for the first time, the ideas 
behind one of the most controversial 
projects of our time 


48 pages—includes full glossary 
and list of organisations 


3s post free from 

Housmans, 5 Caledonian Road, 
London N1 
[SEAT I. I | 


A NOTE 

ON JOHN HOLT 

The American teacher and writer, 
John Holt, was in Britain this 
summer, studying some of the 
latest developments in education 
in our country. Keith Pople inter- 
viewed him for Peace News while 
he was taking part in a Teacher’s 
Workshop project at Loughborough 
University. 


John Holt is the author of two 
important books on _ education, 
How Children Fail (1964) and How 
Children Learn (1968). Both are 
published in Britain by Pitman. He 
has had several articles published 
in Peace News over the last four 
years. 


Keith Pople has been a teacher and 
lecturer for many years. He is now 
teaching mathematics at a Gram- 
mar School in Leicester, and con- 
tributes frequently to Peace News. 
Part 2 of this interview will be 
published next week. 


know some people do—that the 
system does this deliberately and 
malevolently. 


I don’t happen to see the schools 
as conscious repressive agents of 
society, though I agree that, in part, 
this is their function. Most of the 
harm we do to children in school, 
we do inadvertently. 


Nonetheless, this should not blind us 
to the fact that we do tremendous 
damage to virtually all children who 
go through the machine. 


POPLE: To sum up here, would you 
say that what happens in the educa- 
tion system, as we know it, is that 
education is somehow incidental to 
the “main process”, whatever ex- 
actly that “main process” may be? 


HOLT: In many ways, it’s not even 
“incidental”. I would say that if 
education takes place at all, it’s a 
miracle! 


POPLE: Let’s turn to your books. 
You’ve written How Children Fail, 
and you’ve followed this more re- 
cently with How Children Learn. You 
seem to be “ going back”’, as it were, 
through the child’s learning process. 
So what do you plan to study next? 
Do you want to study learning in the 
very earliest years of life? 


HOLT: 


eS 


The new book is about child- 
ren’s learning in the earliest years of 
life. Most of the children J write 
about in How Children Learn are 
under six years of age. Some of them 
are as young as 18 months. So I can 
reasonably claim to have already 
taken an active interest in the 
earlier years. 


A point I should like to make here, 
however, is this: I think the young 
child has a veritable “ stockpile” of 
learning ability, which besides being 
of direct use to him, also happens to 
be a very powerful too] indeed. More- 
over, the quality of this learning 
ability is certainly much superior to 
the style of learning we try to impress 
on him in school. 


Greatest Harm 


POPLE: Do you maintain, then, that 
this earlier ‘“ pre-school” period is 
the more important? So that if we 
put things right in these years, the 
other later forms of learning will 
follow more easily? 

HOLT: No, I’m not saying that, though 
I have to admit that I appreciate that 
point of view. 


What I’m actually saying about the 
pre-school years is this: that child- 
ren’s early learning is by far the 
more efficient—and that what we 
adults do to chlidren in school later 
on is to reduce this learning 
efficiency very drastically indeed. 


POPLE: You mean that what we do 
is “over-structure” learning, and so 
obliterate some of its most valuable 
properties? 

HOLT: That seems to me to be a fair 
way to put it. Also, I’ve now come to 
feel that the greatest harm we do 
is this—and here I use a term of 
Laing’s: we “ invalidate experience ”. 


We deny, that is, not so much by what 
we say as what we do, the importance 
of the child’s own experience, in- 
terests, fears, joys, etc. And we make 
this denial the starting point for his 
education. 

We say to him: what you care about, 
and what you are interested in, is of 
no importance. What is important is 
what we care about, and what we are 
interested in. 

POPLE: Why do you think it is that 
only a few people—like yourself, for 
example—seem to see these forces at 
work in education? 


Do you think it is because such people 
happen to possess greater insight into 
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school affairs? Or do you think that 
these people are, by virtue of their 
own early and school experiences, 
pre-disposed to see the educational 
process acting this way? 


HOLT: I don’t think that we people 
are among “ the few ”. In recent years 
in the States I’ve been talking to 
literally thousands of teachers and 
have received letters from many 
more. And a great many of these 
people tell me that they have seen 
these things for themselves. 


I don’t think it is that I see what 
nobody else sees. It’s just that I hap- 
pen to write about it, and also put 
these impressions into some kind of 
context. 

POPLE: Would you say that up to 
now there seems to have been a 
virtual “‘ conspiracy of silence ”? 
HOLT: Certainly, it is as if there 
were a conspiracy of silence. But I 
think that what happened in the past 
was that all teachers who saw things 
never said much about them. 

This was partly because they didn’t 
really know who to say them to, and 
partly because there didn’t seem to 
be much point in putting forward 
these views anyway—it would, for 
example, never help as far as promo- 
tion was concerned. 

It is perhaps interesting to note that 
had I written my first book a few 
years earlier than I did, my guess is 
that nobody would have published it. 
In fact, I had quite some trouble 
getting it published as it was. A 
number of leading publishers actually 
turned down the manuscript before it 
was finally accepted. 


Photo of John Holt by Pitman 


Wes Magee 


USE OF 
ENGLISH 


The words are too hard! 
It’s spell Diamond, Sir, 
or the children writing 
poems in a bastard 
Polish. The squirming 
effort to change think 
into ink, the classroom 
miracle needed to 


tell me what they see. 
BESS aa ae 
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They're locking him up Ee oe Thevire ee away the pee 


/ wonder who it will be tomorrow... 


You or Me? 


This “Year's Honour Roll 


The following list is by no means exhaustive. We know there are many 
more people in prisons because they have refused to have anything to 
do with militarism. We understand there are COs in prison in Hungary 
and Rumania, but it is very difficult to get the names and addresses 


from these or ‘other countries. 


Cards should have greetings only, and no news, and the postage needed 
should be made sure of. If your cards are returned, please remember 
that this can be due to a transfer or other factors which we cannot 


foresee. 


Compiling and producing such an Honour Roll involves considerable 
work and expense. Contributions to defray costs are therefore most 


welcome. 
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East Germ any 
SVA Berlin} Rummelsberg, 1000 


Berlin-Rummelsberg 
Werner Ross 


America 


Federal Prison Camp, 
Pennsylvania 

Rodney Alexander, Philip Berrigan, 
Donald Butler, Richard Cool, Thomas 
Crawford, Eli Miller, David Gearey, 
Lloyd Hawkins, John Hayden, Gene 
Helms, Walter Vann Jones, David 
Kelley, Kenneth Lewis, David Miller, 
Stanley Garland, Charles Muse, 
Stephen Reid, Raymond Stauffer, 
David Thompson, Philip Wallash, 
James Wilson, Omar Zimmermann, 
Steven Elliott, David Mitchell, James 
Tod, Dan Kelly. 

Federal Youth Institution, Ashland, 
Kentucky 
Charles Thomas, 
Dan Bromley 
Disciplinary Barracks, 
worth, Kansas 
Douglas Bash, John Carr, Thomas 
Kostes, Ronald Lockman, Stanley 
Quast, Dennis Mora, Duane Ferre, 
Michael Brachter, Thomas Goggin, 
Howard Levy, Marshall Miller, David 
Samas, Donald Tiedmann, David 
Brown, Allan Killfoile, Melvin Lind- 
say, James A. Johnson, George Davis 
Federal Prison, Lewisburg, Pennsyl- 
vania 

Gary Hicks, Arthur Schrock, Thomas 
Bae ees eee 


EDITORIAL NOTE 


All these persons listed here have 
refused to serve, and in some cases 
have non-violently attempted to 
obstruct, the war machines of their 
respective countries. 


As a result, they will be spending 
the holiday season behind locked 
doors, away from family and 
friends. So they need to know we 
support them. Send your greet- 
ings as soon as possible. 


While we celebrate our holidays 
this year, the least we can do is 
remember that there are thousands 
of human beings incarcerated 
throughout the world because they 
will not kill their fellow men, or 
because they chose to speak out 
for peace and freedom.—Eds. 


Allenwood, 


Timothy Zimmer, 


Fort Leaven- 


= James veel J. “Ronald 
Smith, Richard Clay, David Reed, 
Jeremy Mott 

Federal Reformatory, 
California 

James T. Rowland, Delbert Brown, 
Anthony Victoria, John Palmisano, 
Bruce Barnes, Robert Lawrence, Paul 
John Avanicoff 

Federal Prison, Safford, Arizona 
John Banks, Dana Rae Park, Leonard 
Ray Davis, Hiawatha Davis, Joseph 
Maizlish, Richard Lee Mussman, Frank 
Dolling, Louis Baltomeo 

Federal Correctional Institution, Sand- 
stone, Minnesota 

James <Auler, Michael Hoffman, 
Michael Smith, Robert Gilliam, Irving 
Kurki, Harold Storsve, Glenn Van 
Ornum, Ray Jones (JX) 

Federal Prison, Springfield, Missouri 
Daniel Fallon, Dennis Riordan, 
Michael Vogler, "Adrian Gordon, Doug: 
las Roemer, Gunnar Knudsen, Jeffrey 
Segal 

Federal Correctional Institution, Dan- 
bury, Connecticut 

Peter Irons, Edward Oquendo, Tom 
Cornell, Richard Dominick, Edmund 
Kittredge, Earl Jenkins 

Fort Hood Stockade, Fort Hood, Texas 
David Haracz, Michael Patterson, 
David Marines, Joseph Richmond, 
James R. Niles, David Salisbury. 
Naval Correctional Institution, Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire 

John Morgan, Hendrik Hudson, 
Dennis Ciesielski, Robert Cruick- 
shank, O. L. Scott 
Stockade, Presidio, 
California 

John Wells, George Dounis, George 
Davis, Keith Mather, Chuck Jones 
Federal Prison, El Reno, Oklahoma 
Thomas Jepson, Argyle Jansen 
Federal Prison, La Tuna, Texas 
Robert Franklin Bacon 

Federal Prison, Marion, Illinois 

Fred Aviles, Clifford Turner, Steven 
Thompson 

Federal Prison, Milan, Michigan 

Odis Johnson, Robert Hill 

Federal Prison, Seagoville, Texas 
Donald Trompler, Frank Moormans, 
Vorbie Vanderpool 


Lompoc, 


San Francisco, 


Fort Ord Stockade, Fort Ord, 
California 
Felix Chavez, Steve Anderson, James 


Seymour 
Federal Prison, Terre Haute, Indiana 
Elige Green 


Brig, Camp Pendleton, Oceanside, 
California 

John Robinson 

Fort Lewis Stockade, Fort Lewis, 


Washington 

Allan Wafkowski 

Millington Naval Air Station Brig, 
Memphis, Tennessee 

William Kidd, Paul Williams 


Brooklyn Naval Station, 


New York 
Fred Patrick 
Federal Youth Center, Englewood, 


Colorado 

John Akeson 

Fort Sill Stockade, Fort Sill, Oklahoma 
Malvin Hoit, Bruce Magee 

Federal Prison Camp, Montgomery, 
Alabama 

Albert Carvella 

Federal Penitentiary, McNeil Island, 
Washington 

Mel Acheson, Lawrence Sherry, Guy 
Colwell 
Federal 
Virginia 
Jay Harker, Robert Talmanison 

Fort Dix Stockade, Fort Dix, New 
Jersey 

Rudy Pau, Sidney Koelling, Jeremy 
Tupper, William Hayes 

Federal Prison, Tallahassee, Florida 

William Davis, William Ingle 

Federal Detention Headquarters, New 
York City, New York 

Donald Baty 

Cannon Air Force Base, New Mexico 
Dale Noyd 

Fort Polk Stockade, Fort Polk, 
Louisiana 

Barry Barten 

Treasure Island Brig, San Francisco, 
California 

Dale Herrin, Paul Howard 

Long Bien Jail, Vietnam 

Michael J. Walsh, Jr 


Reformatory, Petersburg, 


spain 


Prision Militar, Lerida 
Buenaventura Zapatero Jiminez 
Prision Militar, De Cartagena 
Pablo Garcia Ubiaga 
Prison Preventiva, 
Sahara, Africa 
Pedro Bueno Palacio 
Castellar Burriana 
Teodoro Benages Julian 
Prision Militar, Alicante 
Vicente Fernandez Sirvent 
Tercio Sahariano, Aaiun, 
Sahara, Africa 

Francisco Jose Diez Ferrer 
Prision Militar De Santa Catalina, 
Cadiz 

Vicente Rodriguez Alcade, Pedro Juan 
Garcia-Sanchez, Francisco Rodriguez 
Perez, Francisco Izuel Vasques, Felix 
Batista Silvera 
Prision Provincial De 

Barcelona 

David Duran Gongora (Avda. Meridi- 
ana 129, 2°, 1A)— Juan Carbonell 
Uria, Francisco Diaz Moreno, Manuel 
Gutierrez-Prados 

Prision Civil De Alcala, Santo Tomas, 
Alcala De Henares, Madrid 

Manuel Pena Martinez 

Prision Civil “La Modela”, Prision 
De Barcelona, Barcelona 
Ismael Arnillas-Borras, 
SEF gapenchg 


Aaiun, Spanish 


Spanish 


Barcelona, 


Ramon 


Brooklyn, 


Campo Militar De Mleteas, Mallorca 
Joaquin Naverrete Ejarque 


Bir Eventual, 4A Cia, Sidi Ifni, 
Sahara, AOE 

Jose Fernandez Vilches 

Prision De “La Mola”, Mahon, 


Menorca, Balearic Islands 

Emilio Bayo Iniguez, Julio Bertran 
Prieto, Antonio Ligero Martin, 
Antonio Sanchez Medina, Samuel 
Abellan-Gandia 

Prision Militar, Alcala De Henares, 
Madrid 

Carlos Fenoll-Avila, Jose Rodriguez- 
Parejo, Juan Tamargo Parra 

Prision Militar De La Principal, Aaiun, 
Spanish Sahara, Africa 

Juan Garcia Saez, Antonio Nicolas 
Perles (3° Tercio)—Pedro Aloy- 
Meentet, Tomas Gil Andreas (3° 
Tercio)——Angel Sanchez-Morin, Juan 
Rodrigues Segarra 

Cuartel Guzman El Bueno No 2, 
Torreblanea, Sevilla 

Rafael Montalban-Ortega 
Comandaneia Militar, Santa Catalina 
Francisco Moreno Navas 


Soviet Union 


SSSR, Mordovskaya ASSR, Stantsia 
Lae Pochtovoye Otdelenie Leplei, 


Galanskovu, Yuriyu: Dobrovolskomu, 
Alexeiu: Ginsburgu, Alexandru 
SSSR, Mordovskaya ASSR, Yavas, 
Potschovy, Yaschik 385/1-6, USSR 
Sinyavskomu, Andreyu:  Danielu, 
Yuliyu 


France 


Fresnes Prison, Cell 128, Division 2, 
94-Fresnes 
G. Jacques 


Australia 


Pentridge Gaol, Coburg, Melbourne, 


Victoria 
John Francis Zarb 


Switzerland 


Strafanstalt 4500 
Solothurn 

Roland Messerli 

Prison De La-Chaux-De-Fonds, Prom- 
enade 20, 2300 La-Chaux-De-Fonds 
Marcel Schweizer 

Prison De St-Antoine, 1200 Geneve 
Robert Maury 
Penitentziario Cantonale, CH 6900 
Lugano TI 

Silvano Castelany 


Oberschongrun, 


SOVIET UNION: No Addresses 


As no addresses are available for the following, we suggest you write care of 


Chairman of the Supreme Council of the USSR, 


Podgorny, Moscow, USSR, 


Nikolai Viktorovitch 


Pavel Litvinov, Larissa Daniel, Konstantin Babitsky, Vladimir Dremlyuga, 


Vadim Delone 


SPAIN: No Address 


Gonzalo Arias, Felix Villameriel 


As no prison address for them is available we suggest you send cards care 
of the Head of State: Generalissimo Franco, Madrid, Spain. 


a 
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Kevin McGrath writes: For three 
days next week, from Tuesday Decem- 
ber 10 to Thursday December 12, 
this leaflet (right) will be distributed 
at Tilbury Docks by a group of in- 
dividuals devoted to non-violent 
action on Biafra. 


They include members of Peace News, 
Britain-Biafra, PPU, and Resurgence 
Magazine. 


At the same time, meetings will be 
held, and every attempt made to 
persuade the dockers to black arms 
destined for Nigeria. 


Limited accommodation has _ been 
made available by sympathisers 
living near the docks, and early morn- 
ing and night shifts will be keeping 
up the good work. 


Rallying point on each day for those 
wishing to take part is Tilbury 
Station—40 minutes from Fenchurch 
Street Station, London—at 11.45 am 
and 3.45 pm. (See Diary.) 


Simultaneously, Save Biafra is 
organising a continuous vigil in 
London from Monday November 9 on- 
ward. (See Diary.) : 


5 ee ae 


Bet we’re on the right road this 
time—eh, Harold? 


Se. 


ction 


MASH ASS ALF tate 


In addition, Save Biafra is trying to 
arrange visits to Britain by the two 
Canadian MPs who reported back to 
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau, fol- 
lowing a visit to Biafra, alleging that 
genocide could not be ruled out. 

It is, moreover, trying to arrange a 
visit to Britain by Gunther Grass, the 
German writer who has compared the 
British public’s attitude to Biafra with 
that of the Germans before the war to 
Hitler’s persecution of the Jews. 


Dae PE et AR lees 


Press: New Interest 
Tae ee es sa eee ES 


Kevin McGrath writes: At last, 
hundreds of thousands of deaths too 
late, the British press has started to 
take a fresh interest in Biafra. 


Moreover, in some cases it has begun 
to see the catastrophe in political 
terms, rather than as just another 
disaster story with which we have 
nothing to do but dole out a few bob 
and look sorry. 


Perhaps it was the impact of Oxfam’s 
desperate plea last weekend for “ our 
authorities to give priority now to 
getting the fighting stopped”, 


' Hlustrated with its bleak statistics— 


300,000 died during November, 
500,000 will die during December, 
and it will get worse—that stimulated 
a minor spree of editorialising this 
week, (News coverage is still very 
sparse indeed.) 


Armed 


Armagh 


React 


PP 
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On Monday the Guardian gave its 
lead editorial over to Biafra. The 
conclusions were not startling to 
Peace News readers, but they repre- 
sented a notable change in the 
Guardian’s policy (for what that is 
worth, which is very little). 


lt pointed out that, though air relief 
had been limited by the capacity of 
Biafra’s airstrips, this did not put any 
limit on parachute drops: 


“The scope is limited only by 
money ... What matters is that 
Governments should give it the 
sort of priority that was given to 
the Berlin airlift.” 


Moreover: “As for ending the war, 
outsiders can only help by applying 
pressure in favour of a compromise. 
“Britain, as the outside Power most 
closely involved, has been hitherto 
excluded from this because it has 
favoured not compromise but a 
victory for the Federal side. 


“Britain must first move away from 
this position, which was adopted on 
the false assumption that the Federal 
side could quickly and decisively win. 


“Having changed its objectives, 
British pressure could be effective. 
British political support is far more 
important to Lagos than British arms. 


“Tts withdrawal would be a blow to 
the Federal cause from which neither 
the Russians nor the world’s free- 
lance arms dealers could save it.” 


_ 


Kevin McGrath writes: An army of 
1,000 flag-waving, well-armed Paisley- 
ites who occupied the centre of 
Armagh on Saturday, prevented—or 
rather caused the Royal Ulster Con- 
stabulary to prevent—5,000 Civil 
Rights marchers from taking their 
sae ae approved route through the 
city. 

But in spite of the most extreme 
provocation, the marchers did not 
lose their heads. 


There was no pitched battle of 
Armagh, as there so easily could 
have been, though there were in- 
evitably some clashes. 


“Armed bands roamed the normally 
peaceful streets of this historic city 
and used every provocative means to 
create a state of civil commotion.” 


NO WAY TO DISARM! 


Bob Overy writes: Piecemeal 
attempts towards disarmament, and 
especially initiatives for general dis- 
armament, are doomed to failure 
without a serious effort to change the 
whole nature of our societies from 
within. 


In consequence, the day-long Open 
Forum On Disarmament staged by 
the Friends Peace & International 
Relations Committee and the United 
Nations Association last Saturday, 
November 30, was very largely an 
exercise in futility. 


Under the headings “Science: 
Damned or Saved?” and “Frame- 
work for Disarmament”, a six-hour 


session of speeches from the platform 
and questions from the audience pro- 
duced little but a good—or perhaps 
not so good-—liberal proposal for in- 
stitutionalising the demand for 
responsibility in science. 


Absolute confusion prevailed on what 
that responsibility is. A first-rate, but 
necessarily question-begging, state- 
ment on conflict resolution by Dr 
John Burton got lost among largely 
empty sentiments in favour of the 
United Nations. 


In the first session, Dr Norman Mac- 
Donald, of the Medical Association 


for the Prevention of War, made an 
extremely woolly analysis of “ Why 
Man Is A Killer”, based loosely on 
the neat proposition that the weapon 
has shaped Man’s intelligence up to 
now, and now intelligence has to take 
control if we are to survive. 


He said, rightly, that economics and 
conventional politics are not adequate 
to explain or deal with the Problem 
of Man, but then proceeded to place 
all his emphasis on the currently 
fashionable biological or anthropolo- 
gical analysis—Man as Animal. 


LAUGHABLE PROPOSITION 
Certainly, Man as a species is capable 
of destroying himself today. But most 
men are not capable of destroying 
all men, and few kill even once in a 
lifetime. The problem is therefore 
rooted in human organisation, and 
what drives and allows some men to 
tryannise over many. 


As it was, the lack of any serious 
political, economic, or ethical frame- 
work to Dr MacDonald’s analysis 
made his final proposition laughable 
as an attempt to eliminate war. 


What we need, he said, are Ethical 
Councils to be established in every 
institution of learning, and possibly 
every human institution. 


No doubt such a proposal has some 
validity as an attempt—on the line 
of, say, Human Rights Committees 
—to extend “ the domain of the moral 
judgment” into those human activi- 
ties which try to ignore such trouble- 
some considerations. 


But without an ethical framework or 
a political analysis of the situation in 
which the Ethical Councils will 
operate, the achievement is not 
likely to be worth the effort. 


Philip Noel-Baker was genuinely 
eloquent with his plea to blame 
Governments and not the UN for the 
failure of the international organisa- 
tion. 

But he seems to have small under- 
standing of the reasons why Prime 
Ministers and Foreign Secretaries 
cannot operate what is in the UN 
Charter—without the sort of revolu- 
tion in our societies which would 
nullify the position of such leaders 
as we know them now. 


There were a number of school- 
children in the 200-strong audience 
who became restless and left long 
before the end. It is continually disap- 
pointing that such fare is the best that 
the traditional peace organisations 
can come up with. 


Britain is supplying arms to Nigeria to be used against the 
I people of Biafra. 
Ar 


The latest 
Biafra 
by Chr 
IN TH EOF HUMANITY: We ask you to REFUSE to 
have the suffering of these children on YOUR hands. 


mate is that 10.000 people are now dying in 
P DAY and that this will rise to 23.000 A DAY 


REFUSE TO HANDLE ARMS SHIPMENTS TO NIGERIA! 


If you have any information about arms shipmeuts to Nigeria, 
please contact us. We shall treat the information with the 
strictest confidence. 


Roger Moody and Barbara Higgins 
¢/o3 Caledonian Road, Loudon N.L- 
telephone: 837 4173. 


Published bya group of individuals concerned about Biafra. 
NOVEMBER 1968 


So said Patrick Hamill, school- 
teacher and a member of Armagh 
Executive of the Civil Rights Associa- 
tion, quoted in the Irish Sunday In- 
dependent. 

A conference of organisations affilia- 
ted to the Civil Rights Association 
met in Belfast on Sunday night. 


It called on all Opposition MPs in 
Stormont to go on strike, and to 
picket the Stormont Parliament carry- 
ing placards. 


HARD ROAD AHEAD 


It was also decided to try to organise 
a Civil Rights Covenant to be signed 
on a particular day throughout the 
Six Counties—this of course is a leaf 
taken from the Presbyterian and 
Orange tradition—and to plan for a 
day of simultaneous demonstrations. 


The next major demonstration plan- 
ned is for a march through Belfast 
organised by the People’s Democracy 
of Queen’s University on December 
14, and a four-day march from Bel- 
fast to Derry on the weekend before 
Christmas. 


With evident disappointment at the 
lack of a blood-bath so far, Home 
Secretary William (“Billy Liar’’) 
Craig said this week in a report to 
the Cabinet: 


‘““Saturday could have been the 
beginning of civil war. One of these 
days one of these marches is going 
to get a massive reaction from the 
population. 


“ Ordinary decent people have been 
at boiling point for some time. It is 
not just Mr Paisley.” 


No indeed. It is also Mr Craig. The 
Civil Rights movement has a hard 
road ahead. 


GREEK CONCERT 


Another Theodorakis concert in Lon- 
don, performed by Maria Farantouri 
and Antonis Kaloyannis, will be held 
at the Roundhouse, Chalk Farm, on 
Friday December 13 at 7.30 pm. 
Arranged at short notice, half of the 
1,800 capacity seating has been sold. 
One hundred tickets are available 
from Housmans, 5 Caledonian Road 
N1, at 10s each. 
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LEONARD BRINKMAN 


Making Peace 


A Quaker Contribution 


These notes on making peace were 
originally written for a private 
seminar on non-violence and the 
future of the peace movement in 
this country. 


They were intended to provoke, and 
probably leave many points unex- 
plained or unexplored. but they 
are nonetheless seriously inten- 
tioned. 


They are also addressed directly to 
Quakers, from a Quaker point-of- 
view. They should, however, not be 
without their relevance for others. 

L.B. 


We live today within the confines of a 
social order that is in many of its 
aspects totally alien to the basic 
needs of man. An increasing number 
of people are experiencing what it 
means fo be alienated, and this 
applies especially to the young. 


We are witnessing the disenchant- 
ment with politicians and politics as 
a method of tackling our problems, 
and the consequent breakdown of 
our type of democracy. The cultural 
ethos is materialist and violent. The 
economic and industrial structures 
have become cancerous. Man is sub- 
servient to the machine and sacri- 
ficed to the profit motive. 


No Community 

Industrially we are committed to the 
manufacture of shoddy goods—the 
creation of obsolescence. And man is 
degraded by his use of these manu- 
factures. It is very doubtful indeed 
whether our economics are either 
nationally or internationally viable. 


We have to condemn 500,000 men to 


fe rei aa Ta 
PACIFIST UNIVERSALIST SERVICE 
3.30 Sunday 8 December 

Essex Church Hall 

Palace Gardens Terrace 

Notting Hill Gate 

Discourse, Questions, Discussion 
—_————SEE= 


idleness, and ever increasing restric- 
tions have to be imposed on the 
working man to keep the system 
limping along. 

What really concerns me most amid 
all this is the real lack of communica- 
tion and relationship, and hence the 
almost total absence of community. 


The Total Man 


Amid all this violence to man we get 
ourselves committed to a disarma- 
ment programme! This shows a total 
disregard of the real nature of our 
social order. 


It is like asking a cripple to throw 
away his crutches—which is to say, 
miiltary power is endemic to our 
whole social ethos. Total change is 
what is needed. 


Are we going to sit on the sidelines 
for ever, unable to make up our 
minds about the aims of the students 
and doubtful about their methods? 


Our criticism should be reserved for 
ourselves, because if we had been 
true to our inner experience we 
would be the spearhead of the 
revolution and therefore exerting 
our influence on the methods used. 


Quakerism, as I understand it, has 
always been a revolutionary move- 
ment—far more radical than 
Marxism—because it speaks to the 
total man, not only to his material 
needs. It was always concerned with 
social problems, and particularly with 
inequality and oppression. 


The use of “thee” and “thou”: the 
refusal of high honour: the adoption 
of Quaker dress: the refusal to take 
oaths: the Peace Testimony and the 
Testimony to Simplicity—all were 
directed against social evils of their 
ay. 
The early Quakers tackled the prob- 
lems of slavery, also the treatment of 
prisoners and of patients in mental 
hospitals. They created a State with- 
out an Army which had some 
influence later in the drawing up of 
the American Constitution. We have 


Bernard Power-Canavan 


good reason to be grateful to the 
early Quakers for the changes they 
made in the social order—all effected 
non-violently. 


After this first glorious outburst they 
withdrew to take stock. This was a 
Natural and right thing to do. 
Unfortunately, during the period of 
withdrawal they became “ respectable 
citizens ”, gradually conforming more 
and more to the ways of the world. 


The Testimony to Simplicity has 
somewhat slipped from sight, and the 
Peace Testimony is in process of go- 
ing the same way. The Kingdom of 
God has been relegated to a limbo 
where existence has never come. 


Never again since that early period 
have the Quakers made a frontal 
attack on the social evils of the day. 
With the result that these evils have 
so mounted up that it is difficult to 
know where to start. 


Make lt Simple 


I am well aware that criticism is the 
easy part. What is difficult in the 
present situation is to be really con- 
structive. What then can we do? 


Whatever is done will have to be 
done non-violently because that is the 
only way to break the vicious reaction 
of violence. It is the way of respect 
for the whole man and for the essen- 
tial unity of all people. 


We must think in terms of positive 
living—non-violence is essentially a 
creative way of living, not a method 
of opposing something. It may have to 
be used as a method of defence, but 
this is not its primary purpose. 


This will involve us in some prepara- 
tion, the most important of which is 
meditation and contemplation. Every- 
one would have to find their own 
way in this, but I would hope it 
would be some simple method such 
as Brother Lawrence’s Practice of the 
Presence of God. This should either 
lead us to, or confirm us in, our con- 
viction that all life is one, and to our 
own healing or wholeness. 


Gandhi said that “as one must learn 
the art of killing in the training for 
violence, so one must learn the art 
of dying in the training for non- 
violence ”. So we have to be prepared 
to die physically, but we must also 
be prepared to die to the things of 
this world. 


This means ridding oneself of the 
cumber of this world—a_ sitting 
loosely to, or being non-attached to, 
worldly possessions. The _ radical 
simplification of our lives as recom- 
mended by John Woolman. 


So much for spiritual preparation for 
the time being. This must now be 


supplemented by mental preparation 
in the form of study. The study of 
what is and especially of what could 
be. I have my own pet theories about 
what a really human social order 
should be. But one cannot clap a blue- 
print on the future. 


In any case, I think it is today that 
really matters. The future can be 
just another way of escape. As to the 
preparation of the body, which I 
think is important, I would refer to 
the need to treat it rationally and to 
consume only whole food. 


From what I have said, it will be 
obvious that I am not talking about a 
mass movement, but about groups of 
people who would be willing to 
undergo this rigorous preparation 
and to go out into the social order to 
act as “ change-agents ”,. Remember- 
ing that the way of non-violence is 
not to grasp power, but rather a way 
of transforming relationships result- 
ing in communities, in which the 
power-structures, as we now know 
them, would be redundant. 


These change-agents would form 
themselves into groups and work in 
their own localities with the outcast, 
the deprived, the homeless, and the 
alienated. These groups would ex- 
press their beliefs in what they did, 
by speaking and by issuing state- 
ments from time to time. Hopefully, 
in this way they would eventually 
become the spearhead of a mass 
movement for change. 


Frontal Attack 


Perhaps I am crying for the moon, 
or perhaps I am trying to impose a 
blueprint on the peace movement. Of 
one thing I am certain: I am not 
asking Quakers to do anything that 
they are not already committed to. 
This assumes they are prepared to 
follow their own inner experience. 


The Quakers are so organised that 
they have existed for 300 years with- 
out a power problem. They use a 
method of meditation that is not very 
dissimilar from that of Brother 
Lawrence. They have their study 
ero even if these do tend to be 
small. 


They are constantly reminded, 
through the “ Advices and Queries ”’, 
to ‘ Bring the whole of your daily life 
under the ordering of the spirit of 
Christ. Live adventurously.” How 
lovely to be asked to live adven- 
turously! They are also asked: “Do 
you regard your possessions as given 
to you in trust, and do you part with 
them freely for the needs of others? ” 


Well, there it is. Do we make a 
frontal attack on a system that is 
now slowly destroying Man, or do we 
continue to play at peace by tending 
the various sores that erupt on the 
body politic? How much longer can 
we ignore the fundamental sickness 
of our social order? 


‘A Plague On Your Children’ 


Scientists are alarmed that there has been no public discussion of 
chemical and biological weapons comparable with that which raged 
round nuclear weapons (discussion which led to some international 
action, even though small and incomplete, in the shape of a Test Ban 


Treaty). 


* * * 
Governments unhindered by public agitation—though a little shame- 
faced about their CBW projects because of the Geneva Protocol of 1925, 
which is supposed to restrict their use to defensive or retaliatory pur- 
poses—carry on with their research which is escalating all the time. 
* 


* * 
This film sets out to show what the chemical and biological weapons 
are, what they can do, and what kind of work is being done to produce 
them and their antidotes. Some of the shots are pretty horrifying, and 
there are experiments on animals shown. 


* * * 
Even in a film of this Jength it has only been possible to outline basic 
facts. The questions which arise from these are only briefly touched 
on. It is vital that discussion continues on this question. 


Available on 16mm from 
Concord Films Council 
Nacton, Ipswich, Suffolk. 


Produced by the BBC 
Running Time: 70 minutes 
Hire Charge: £3 10s 0d 


_. 
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DIARY 


6 December, Friday 


LIVERPOOL. Lunch time. Students Union. Meet- 
ing with Father Anthony Hannan (returned 
missionary from Biafra) and Roger Moody. 


LIVERPOOL. 7.30 pm. Catholic Chaplaincy, nr 
Cathedral. Meeting with Father Hannan and 
Roger Moody. Biafra Action Society. 


LONDON WC1. 8 pm. ‘‘ The Swan”, 
Place, Solidarity Meeting. 


LONDON WC1, 10 pm. ‘‘ Lamb and Flag’, 
Rose Street. Satirical Workshop present ‘'A 
Plague On Both Your Houses "'. Adm 5s, 


SOUTHALL. 8 pm, ‘' White Hart’’, Uxbridge 
Road (opp Bowling Alley). Folk, jazz, blues 
club. Freeman Syndicate. 


7 December, Saturday 


BIRMINGHAM. 12 noon to 1.30 pm. Victoria 
Square, opp Council House, Vietnam Vigil. 
Birmingham CPV. 

BIRMINGHAM, 2.30 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Bull Street. Film viewing session. Concord 
(Birmingham) Film Council and SoF (Warwick- 
shire) Peace Committee. 


BRISTOL. Mornings. Queens Road. On _ sale 
Peace News and peace literature. Helpers wel- 
come, Chris Shellard. 

FRODSHAM. 8 pm. Borrowdale, Carriage Drive. 


Meeting with Father Hannan and Roger Moody 
on Biafra. Frodsham Peace Action Centre, 


Cosmo 


Letters 


Biafra And 
PN’s Inadequacy ? 


You at Peace News have been and 
are making great efforts to assist 
the Biafrans in their plight. So it is 
most unfortunate that the repeated 
editorial demands you make of our 
British Government are not sufficient 
to meet the case. 


You appear to accept the fact that 
neither the Federal Nigerians nor 
the British Government has any right 
to impose federal unity on the 
Biafrans. Yet you stop short of de- 
manding recognition of Biafra as a 
sovereign nation and withdrawal of 
the Federal Armies from the con- 
quered territory. 


It is not enough to call for a halt 
to the Federal advance—thereby 
leaving them with control over large 
parts of Biafran territory, and the 
means to continue the blockade of 
Biafra in spite of demands that they 
lift it. 

Moreover, an immediate halt to arms 
supplies from Britain, though essen- 
tial as part of a complete change of 
policy, would not by itself necessarily 
have the effect of bringing immediate 
relief to Biafra, and could possibly be 
offset by arms from other sources. 


Special offer for new readers 


6 weeks 
Peace News 


post free trial 5s 


STUDENTS: 10 weeks for 5s. 
AIR EDITION: 8 weeks for 10s. 
AMERICA: 6 weeks for 1 dollar. 


SEND this coupon to Peace News, 
5 Caledonian Road, London N1. 


BLOCK LETTERS, PLEASE. 


GRANTHAM. 
Peace News selling. Helpers welcome, 
tham Peace Action. 

LONDON WCI1. 7.30 pm. ‘‘ Lamb and Flag’, 
Rose Street, Poetry reading. 


10.30 to 1.30 pm. High Street. 
Gran- 


8 December, Sunday 


BIRMINGHAM. 8 pm, ‘ Salutation "', Snow Hill. 
Jazz club, all profits to ‘CND. 


EPSOM. 3 pm. 8A Links Road. Illustrated talk 
on ‘' Pacifism and the Stars ’', Leslie White. 
Bookstall, tea. PPU Surrey Area. 


HASTINGS, 6 to 9 pm. Seafront at Fishmarket. 
Peace Action Centre mobile bookstall. Helpers 
welcome. INVOLVE. 


LONDON WCl1. 3 pm. 6 Endsleigh Street. 
Weekly Meeting London Youth PPU. 


LONDON WC2, 3 pm. The Old Theatre, LSE. 
Second Amnesty Human Rights Day Lecture. 
Jo Grimmond on Freedom and <Authority. 
Entrance free, by ticket. from Amnesty Inter- 
national, Turnagain Lane, Farringdon Street, 
London EC4. 


MANCHESTER. 10 am to 4 pm. Moss Lane 
East/Stockton Street. Playground construction. 
Manchester Youth FoR. 


9 December, Monday 
LONDON Wil. 7 pm. Flat 4, 
Road. Notting Hill Anarchists. 
LONDON WC1. 7.30 pm. Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh Street. Study Group. PPU. 


LONDON SWI. Opposite Houses of Parliament. 
Commence relay vigil to protest against 
British Government’s policy in Nigeria. Vigil 


88 Clarendon 


You say that Britain’s only “ legiti- 
mate interest” in the area can be to 
make amends for what it has done. 
It is more than a legitimate interest, 
it is a duty. 

And the best way to fulfil this duty is 
to act now in a way that will really 
and immediately free Biafra from out- 
side domination and open up all 
necessary channels to make the 
immediately required massive repara- 
tions—in the first instance to Biafra. 


To this end, we must demand of the 
British Government that it cease im- 
mediately all forms of support for 
the Federal side until the latter com- 
plies fully with the demand to with- 
draw its forces from Biafra, and that 
it give instead all necessary forms of 
support to Biafra—including arms 
and other military support, should 
these be required to ensure a Federal 
withdrawal. 


If the British Government is not pre- 
pared to force the hand of the 
Federal Government, it effectively 
sanctions the continuation of the 
genocide for which it is, in the highest 
degree, already responsible. 

Basil Antonis, 

45 Fortis Green Avenue, N2, 


Cards For 
SA’s Prisoners 


Once again we invite your readers to 
send Christmas or New Year greet- 
ings to some of the many South 
Africans who have husbands, sons, or 
daughters in prison, or who are under 
house arrest, banned, or in banish- 
ment because of their opposition to 
Apartheid. 


ISRAEL: Students | 
And Workers 
Heavily Fined 


For painting anti-government slogans 
on the wall of the official residence of 
Israel’s Foreign Minister (Peace 
News, October 18) three young 
Jewish members of the anti-Zionist 
Israeli Socialist Organisation 
(Matzpen) have been fined a total of 
£500. 

Isaac Cohen, a student, was fined £100 
with a five-month suspended sen- 
tence. Arie Bober, a student, and 
Moshe Hoffmann, a fitter, were both 
fined £200, both with suspended sen- 
tences. 


The fines had originally been one 
tenth as large, but on appeal by the 
prosecution it was stepped up. 


Two other Matzpen members, Arab 
intellectuals Khalil Tuama and Nabil 
Sa’ad, have been confined to villages 
where they will be unable to continue 
their work or their studies. 


continues until further notice. To ensure con- 
tinuity a rota will be made up. Anybody who 
can join in for a limited period please ring 
Save Biafra Committee, 272 5524. 


MANCTIESTER, 8 pm. Jane and David Graham, 
58 High Lane, Chorlton. Discussion/local 
activity. Tel: 061-881 1788. 


10 December, Tuesday 


BEXLEYHEATH. 7.30 pm. ‘' Lord Bexley ’' (opp 
Bexleyheath Clock Tower). Bexleyheath Folk 
Centre. Bexley Peace Action Group. 


BIRMINGHAM. 7.30 pm ‘The Crown”’, Cor- 


poration Street. Discussion Group, Allen Edgar 
on ‘Community Maintenance Versus Com- 
ao Redevelopment: A Study of Hands- 
worth.”’ 


CROYDON. 2.30 pm Friends Meeting House, 
Park Lane. Mrs Sybil Cookson on ‘‘ The Future 
Work of the British Section'’. Chairman: 
Dorothy Bing. WILPF. 


GILLINGHAM. 8 pm. 91 Otterham Quay Lane, 
Rainham. Inaugural meeting of Medway Towns 
and Maidstone. May Day Manifesto Group. 


HASTINGS. 7.30 pm. Centre for Studies in 
eocial pres _ Norman Road, St Leonards- 
on-sea, Sussex, Open meeting and discussi 

group. INVOLVE. i ee 


TOXNDON wwe me 90 Itt a 
LONDON NW6. 8 pm. i6 Kilburn Huuse, Maj- 


vern Place. Kilburn Anarchists. 


10/11/12 Dec, Tue-Thu 


TILBURY. Meet Tilbury Town Station, Tuesday: 
11.45 am/3.45 pm/7 pm. Wednesday 7 am/11.45 
am/3.45 pm/? pm. Thursday: 7 am/11.45 am/ 
3.45 pm. Leaflet_dockers: House-to-house, sea- 
men's Clubs: 


A list with names and addresses of 
some of these South Africans is 
available from our office. We also 
have a short list of some of the large 
number of Rhodesians who are in 
political detention without trial. 

S. Abdul, 

Hon Secretary, 

Anti-Apartheid Movement, 

89 Charlotte Street, London WIP 2DQ. 


Repeal The 
1839 Police Act 


A couple of years ago I started a 
campaign against the Metropolitan 
Police Act of 1839. After a few meet- 
ings it petered out, partly because the 
National Council for Civil Liberties 
were initiating a similar campaign. 
Since then, nothing seems to have 
happened—except that the police 
seem to be bringing more and more 
convictions, and magistrates imposing 
heavier and heavier sentences. 


The latest examples are those of two 
students, Joe Nwandu and_ Ike- 
chuckwa O’Runta, who were found 
guilty of assaulting police constables 
during a Downing Street demonstra- 
tion on Biafra. They were fined. 


Last week, at the Inner London 
Sessions, where they appealed, the 
fines were changed to prison sen- 
tences by Mr R. E. Seaton, who said 
that the police were entitled to look 
to the courts for protection, and if 
they were assaulted the offenders 
would be severely dealt with. 


These sentences were severe, by any 
standards. The two people concerned 
may have been guilty of assault, but 
the assault may well have been pro- 
voked by the police, and the public 
are also entitled to protection. 


Those of us who have been on dem- 
onstrations know that the police fre- 


Keep Peace 


oma ee 


Refuse to load ships carrying 


arms to Nigeria! Lunch hour meetings. 
Speakers welcome. Details, overnight accom- 
modation: contact Barbara Higgins, c/o Peace 
News, 5 Caledonian Road, London Nl. 


11 December, Wednesday 


LEICESTER. 8 pm. 1 The Crescent, King Street. 
Leicester Project. Libertarian peace action and 
discussion. 

LONDON NW1, 8.30 to 11 pm. Unity Theatre, 
Goldington Crescent. Foik club, bar, singers 
welcome. Silver collection. 


12 December, Thursday 


BRIGHTON. 12.15 to 2 pm. Friends Centre, Ship 
Street. Oxfam lunch hour. 

HULL. 8 pm, Blue Bell Inn, Lowgate, ‘'‘ The 
Freedom Folk ''—folksong, ballads, blues, and 
poetry. 
LONDON E11. 
near the Green Man. 
PPU. 

LONDON N4. 7.30 pm. 13 Goodwin Street. Meet- 
ing of Save Biafra Committee. 

LONDON WC. 7.30 pm. Tavistock Hotel, 
Tavistock Square. Save Biafra Committee. 
MANCHESTER. 9.30 am to 5 pm Eccles Market 
Place, Peace bookstall. Manchester Youth FoR 
and SoF Peace Committee. 


13-15 December, Fri-Sun 


MANCHESTER. Edge Lane Methodist Church, 
Droylesden, Droylesden Mini-Project. Beresford 
Edwards, Bud Tillinghast, film: ‘' Decision on 
the Streets’. Work decorating. Two meetings 
Sunday evening. Manchester Youth FoR. 


8 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Group AGM. £E16/Eil 


quently claim to have been assaulted 


(a claim usually supported by 
magistrates) even if they have just 
been brushed on the shoulder by 
accident. They very often provoke an 
ugly situation, and there is no pro- 
tection for the public from this sort 
of thing. 

Lately, police activity has increased 
—political arrests, drug raids, etc— 
and with this increase has come more 
provocation. 

The time has surely come for a cam- 
paign to stop the worst excesses by 
policemen and magistrates. It is 
important that other members of the 
public should be told what is going 
on. 

Douglas Kepper, 

21 Vernon Road, 

Leytonstone, Ell. 


Letters Deadline, Monday! 
ERS 


Worried About 
Xmas Presents ? 


Give A Gift 
Subscription To 


PEACE NEWS 


Six issues for 5s (airmail $1)—or 
Siz months for 25s (airmail $4) 
A card bearing your greetings 
will be enclosed with 

the first issue on December 20 


SPECIAL OFFER 


5 gift subs for the price of 4 


Please send details and payment 
with your order to 
5 Caledonian Road, London N1. 


News Alive! 


Buy-Sell-Publicise Our 


CHRISTMAS CARDS AND GIFTS 


1968 SELECTION—29 cards (16s) for 10s post free 
CHRISTMAS BOUNTY PARCELS—Four Selections, 


each of 60 for 10s (post 2s) 


PEACE DIARY 1969—6s (week over two pages, post 4d) 
10s (day to a page—post 6d) 


Christmas Book Selection: Stationery, Calendars, Gifts 


Housmans—Peace News Bookshop 


ORDER NOW—ENCLOSING PAYMENT PLEASE 
5 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, NI—Shop hours: Mon/Sat 9.30-6. 


The Vatican paper, L’Osservatore 
Romano, recently ran an article 
about the part Catholics can play 
in running birth control pro- 
grammes. Here’s how the Irish 
Sunday Independent summed it 
up: 
“The article said that in cases 
where public authorities issued 
measures that went against the 
rules of the Pope’s recent 
Encyclical, it was possible that 
Catholics could even help carry 
out the measures—so long as 
they did not have an actual 
hand in the birth control act 
itself.” 


The mind boggles at the mental 
image stimulated by the final 
clause. More important, however, 
is the implication of the whole. 


Something that is seen as wrong 
for an individual is all right when 
its done by the State—exactly 
the same double-think exercised 


for so many centuries over 
killing. 

* * * 
Personally, while disagreeing 


basically with the conclusions 
arrived at by the Pope’s Encycli- 
eal, and the way in which these 
were arrived at, I have had a 
measure of sympathy for it. 


This has been based partly on 
respect for someone who was 
willing to fly in the face of 
universal educated liberal public 
opinion, but primarily on a strong 
suspicion of the kind of public 
birth control programmes we are 
likely to see. 


T don’t think I’m unduly cynical 
in foreseeing a situation in which 
an wunder-populated region is 
likely to be pressured into an 


GLAS SIPIED 


Personal 


DISABLED man wants help with garden, 
odd jobs. State rate. Can accommodate. 
Iiford, Box No 881. 


BUSINESS MAN ex rat race wants con- 
genial life, interested partnership. Guest 
House/Health Farm, etc. Capital, know- 
how, initiative. Suggestions? Box No 882. 


DUREX Gossamer 8s 6d dozen. Durex 
Fetherlite 14s 6d dozen. Durex Gold Pack 
12s dozen. Real Skins three for 15s 6d. 
Dept PN, Personal Service, 626 Leeds 
Road, Dewsbury. 


FOUND after Nonvac Elliott Automation 
demonstration: black blanket with orange 
stripes und two books belonging to Tom 


Carrol of Brighton. Owners contact 
Felicity Crump, Glynleigh Farm, Peven- 
sey, Sussex. 


MICHAEL SHIELDS 152 Fortess Road NW5. 
Interior, exterior decorating. Percentage 
of profits to Peace News. 


PARTNER required. Parity. Northern dis- 
De general medical practice. Box No 


JOHN 
BALL'S 


irrelevant and excessive birth con- 
trol programme, simply because 
it suits important financial and 
political interests to keep it 
under-populated. 


* * * 
The current British Standard 
Time row is illuminating (which 
is not meant as any kind of pun). 


What kind of state are we in 
where a fictitious change in the 
name of every hour causes chaos 
and confusion? Where farm- 
workers, factory-workers, parents, 
and teachers are so enslaved by 
a legal fiction that they can’t 
adjust their rising habits to fit 
the changing seasons without 
begging permission from official- 
dom? 


(In fact, to revert to my earlier 
topic, I predict that if the State 
ever lays down an official breed- 
ing season, most people will 
tamely submit.) 


So in Durham, after a five-year- 
old boy has been run over, you 
had parents and teachers agreed 
that the school should be starting 
later in the day—but waiting for 
permission from the Local 
Authority before making the 
change! 


TRAIN to be an earning writer at home, 
now. Free brochure with pleasure, Screen 
Associates, Suite 500, Chesham House, 150 
Regent Street, London W1. 


TYPING, manuscripts, theses, etc. Sue 
Pottle, 4C Willow Buildings, Willow Road 
NW3. SWI 4192. 


Publications 


FIDEL CASTRO: Eight Major Speeches, 
first English edition, 15s. Che Guevara, 
Socialism) and Man in Cuba, and four 
other works, 3s. Just published in paper- 
back by Stage 1. Ask in your bookshop, or 
send £1 for both books, post free, to 
Libro Libre, 21 Theobalds Road, London 
WCi. 


FREEDOM PRESS publish Anarchy monthly 
2s, Freedom weekly 6d. Trial subscription 
to both for two months: 8s post free, 84B 
Whitechapel High Street (Angel Alley) 
London El. 


ORIGINS OF Anarchism in_ China: 
Workers’ Council Movement, Germany: 
Revolutionary Movement in Spain: Truth 
about Bonnot Gang—all 2s 6d each. Aims 


Published by Peace News Ltd at 5 
Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London N1 
and printed in Great Britain by Goodwin 
Press (TU) Ltd at 185 Fonthill Road, 


N4. Registered at GPO as a Newspaper. 
a, eer 


And you have a mother of a 
child at the school saying, in a 
TV interview, that she intends to 
make a fuss through orthodox 
channels, but hotly rejecting any 
kind of Direct Action. 


She clearly understands Direct 
Action as meaning just lying 
down in the middle of the road 
and so on, rather than the most 
relevant form it could take for 
her—sending her child to school 
late. 


Now I hear that parents at the 
school have declared that, what- 
ever the authorities say, it will 
open later in the day. Reason will 
out—in the end. 


* * 


If Lords Reform is going to mean 
another batch of dreary techno- 
crats, spiced with the occasional 
sports hero and trendy cultural 
pacesetter, sitting in the Upper 
House, I’d sooner stick with the 
old lot. 


The only advantage about the 
House of Lords, to my mind, has 
been that it’s been open to aver- 
age, dim, idiosyncratic and com- 
pletely unelectable individuals 
who happen to be Peers. 


The trouble’s been that the 
membership was too restricted. 
What we should do is have a sort 
of universal jury-service rota for 
those who’d actually have to turn 
up at Westminster—for, say, a 
month at a time. 


The only snag is that this sort of 
Lords Reform would rapidly turn 
the House of Commons into an 
even worse anachronism than the 
present House of Lords. So it 
won’t happen. More’s the pity. 


and Principles of Anarchism, 2s. 1649, 5s. 
Coptic Press, 7 Coptic Street, London WC1, 


WORLD PEACE DIARY 1969 now available, 
6s (post 6d)—-two pages per week, 10s 
(post 8d)—one page a day, Quantity rates. 
Excellent peacemakers’ Christmas gift. 
Housmans, 5 Caledonian Road, London Nt}. 


Wanted 


BOOKS, PAMPHLETS bought. Hammer- 
smith Books, Liffords Place SW13, PRO 
7254. 


VOLUNTEERS to come and help us pack 
Peace News. Wednesday evenings from 
5.30 pm onward. 5 Caledonian Road, 
Kings Cross Nl. 


For sale 


POSTERS printed by Housmans, quickly 
and cheaply. Fifty size 20in x lbin for 
69s post free, Quotations on request. Five- 
day delivery service. 5 Caledonian Road, 
Kings Cross, London N1. 


Cinema 
NEW CINEMA CLUB. New season. New 
premieres. New brochure next week. 
Membership 25s. 122 Wardour Street W1. 
01-734 5888. 


Theatre 
UNITY EUS 8647 The Rent; by Theodore 
Roszak. A play showing the roots of 


violence in America. Perfs Fri, Sat, Sun 


7.45 pm. Tickets 10s, 7s 6d, 5s, 
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